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Thou caſteſt off Fear, and reſiraineth Prayer before God, Job xv. 4» 
or | * 


I conſider prayerleſs hearts as ſo many defenceleſs citadels, 1 
laying open and expoſed to the incurſion of every foe. 
Whereas the houſes of the truly devout ate like caſtles in 

- which the Lord dwells, and which are garriſoned with the | 


divine preſence. 
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FIVE MINUTES ADVICE, 
Sc. Sc. 


THE great and preſſing claims of prayer, 
conſidered as a means of grace, are 
ſo fully allowed by every one of common 


ſenſe and common reaſon to be poſitive 


and indiſpenſible, that there can be but 


one character upon earth who will pre- 


ſume to queſtion or deny them. He, 
and he only will do it, who hath thrown 
off all ſenſe of religion, and hath dared 
to {ay with his mouth what hitherto the 
fool hath only ventured to ſuggelt 1 in his 
heart, that here is no GOl. 

It is not therefore to confirm the poſi 
tiveneſs of the duty; neither is it to give 
conviction of what no reaſonable man can 
want to be convinced of, for which theſe 
Five Minutes Advice are offered; but it 
is to warn thoſe who profeſs in words to 
believe, but neglect to carry it into prac- 
tice, that ſomething more is neceſſary 
than the mere conſent of the underſtand- 
ing in the great demands of religion. 
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Among many apparently well- diſpoſed 
erſons, there are not a few who are but 
ike Agrippa, almoft Chriſtians. And 

among others, the numbers are perhaps 
as numerous, who, like Nicodemus, 
though they own Chriſt in their hearts, 
are-afraid to profeſs him openly. Would 


to God the former would ſeriouſly con- 


ſider the extreme folly of halting between 
two opinions; and that the Jatter would 
frequently place before him thoſe awful 


ſentences pronounced by the bleſſed 


Author of our religion on this culpable 
timidity : He that denieth me before men, 
ſhall be denied before the angels of God. Aud 
whoſoever ſpall be aſhamed of me and my 
words in this adulterous and finful generation, 
of him fhall the Son of Man be aſhamed, 
when he cometh in the glory of his Father 
with the holy angels. 


An awakened ſenſe of the infinite im- 


portance of the great duty of prayer; an 
Increaſing apprehenſion af the danger of 
livin ng without it; a ſerious concern for 
the ſouls of all ſuch unthinking charac- 


ters; and an earneſt deſire of contribut- 
11 though 1 in the ſmalleſt degree, as an 
in 

the minds of men to à proper regard iy, 


rument in the divine band, to ſtir up 
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„ 
l it; theſe are the cauſes which have 
| prompted the author of this little work 
| to try ſomew hat out of the common way, 
| in order to awaken, if poſſible, a ſpirit 
of piety in the land: And may he WI 

alone can give energy to what 1s Aid 

q bleſs the labours to the end intended ! 
| The writer preſumes, that five minutes 
advice, on fo important- a- ſubject, can- 
not be conſidered tedious by any one. 
And he preſumes alſo, that the moſt buſy 
lite will not complain much of the im- 
pertinence of to ſhort an interruption. , 
And, if he were to add any thing tur- 
ther to theſe conſiderations, by way of 
gaining the indulgence of a favourable 
hearing, he would lay, moreover, that 
as the object in view, in giving the advice 
here offered, does not procced from the 
leaſt interetted views 1n the writer, he 
ſhould - ſuppole there would need no 
{tronger reaſons to perſuade the reader to 
5 regard it. | 
My Brother ! confider well theſe argu- 
| ments before thou refuſeſt the advice here 
| Ne thee, and do not turn from it 
with a faſtidious indifference and diſre- 
| gard. Alas! if the world could but tee 


the thick film of prejudices with which 
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the eye of the underſtanding in a ſtate of 


nature is darkened, how gladly would it 


accept of any help which might but place 


in the way of its removal. 

The almoſt Chriſtians, like Aprippa, 
which were juſt now mentioned, and the 
half believers, like Nicodemus, both need 
nothing more than the frequent recollec- 
tion of the unpardonable duplicity of an 
unſettled and wavering conduct; and of 
the encreaſed condemnation which muſt 


finally fall on all ſuch on the great day 


of account.—Reader ! art thou aſhamed 


of prayer? aſhamed of that which is the 


diſtinguiſhing character of man, and the 
nobleſt privilege with which he is fur- 
niſhed? -Anticipate, I beſeech thee, 
that hour when the ſhame will be on the 


oppoſite fide of the queſtion ; when it 


willbe not the ſhame of man; of a poor 


c flecting creature of a day like thyſelf; 


but the ſhame of an offended God, an 
injured Redeemer, and in the preſence 
ot the whole world of congregated beings, 
at the judgement- ſeat of Chriſt! 

But while the author of this little work 
looks up to God with an eye of humble 


Jupplication, that his grace may bleſs. 
theſe conſiderations to both theſe forts of 


praverl2 ſs 


1 
drayirleſs dn he cannot but more 
earneſtly implore the divine goodneſs 
that they may affect prayer less families. 

It is to rouſe inconſiderate, unnatural, 
and thoughtleſs fathers, parents, and 
maſters, for which theſe hints are given. 
It is to convince them of their iniquity and 
their danger. For to their ſhameful neg- 
lect of this neceſſary duty, muſt in a great 
meaſure be aſcribed the prevalence of 
profaneneſs and impiety which abound in 
life. And, oh ! would all ſuch but 
coolly conſider what a brutal part they 


are acting towards thoſe whom the ties of 


nature and affection have fo intimately 
linked together, that they ſhould be ſo 
anxious as they are to ſee them labonring 


for the meet that periſbeth, and not beſtow 


a thought or concern how they may ob- 
_— that bread which endureth to ever Yafting 
life. 

Reader! art thou a parent; a father, a 
maſter? Awake to the duties of theſe 
high characters! Conſider the fouls of 
thy houſehold as entruſted in ſome ſort to 
thee, and ſuffer not 1ho/e ſouls to perijh 
through thy negle& for whom Chriſt 
died. How agonizing will be the inter- 
view between {uch cruel and areligious 

parents 
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arents and their unhappy children at the 


laſt. day! What dreadful reproaches ! 


How painful the accuſatious which the 
children will throw upon them! And 
with what a piercing bitterneſs will the 
ſound of their cries enter into their ears; 
And let it be obſerved, that theſe matters 
will be in an increaſed proportion of evil 


between thoſe tender relations, where the | 


parent hath attended to every thing in 
this life for his child's intereſt but the one 
thing needful. The more ſolicitous and 
ons he hath proved, as the father 
and the friend, in the concerns of this 
world's good, the more bitter will be the 


reflection, in not having regarded the im- 
portant concerns of a better. Let the 
mind conceive, if poſſible, the horrors ' 


with which the prayerleſs father will hear 


the accuſation from the ſon or daughter 


of his own boſom, in terms perhaps like 


theſe: Ah! cruel parent l. was this the 
ſeeming tenderneſs with which you ſtu- 


died my happineſs in yonder world, in 


contriving every amuſement and pleaſure 


for my enjoyment, while leaving me 1gno- 
rant of that in which alone true happineſs 


is found, and for the want of which I am 


miſerable for ever. 7 
N ! 


- 
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( 9.) 
Reader ! art thou a parent ? And doſt 
thou call thyſelf a fender parent? Wouldſt 


thou be diſpleaſed to be accuſed of inat- 
tention to thy children's welfare ? Atrend 


then to hat, which concerns their welfare 


indeed! even their eternal welfare. And 
know, that void of this, though thou 
laboureſt night and day for their earthly 
comfort, and though thou leaveſt behind 
thee the richeſt worldly poſſeſſions to thy 


children, and to thy children's children, yet 


art thou infinitely worſe, and more fooliſh 


than the ſenſeleſs oſtrich of the wilderneſs, 


who leaveth her eggs in the duſt, and is 
regardleſs of every attention to her young. 
Oh! may the eye that reads this, if he 


ſtands in either of the relative ſituations 


of the head of a family, and is among 
the unhappy characters who neglect. 
houſehold devotion, be awakened to an 
inſtant diſcharge of it ; and may the prime 
mover and hearer of all prayer be graci- 


ouſly pleaſed to pour out the ſpirit of 
ſupplication upon him from on high. 


But perhaps thou art one of thoſe who 
art ſo far awakened as to feel an ane 
for thy own per/onal ſalvation, and art at- 
tending upon the means of grace thyſelf, 
but hath not ſet up religion in thine houſe. 

1 his 
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This is one of thoſe unaccountable pro- 
blems which excites the wonder of men 
and angels. What a contradiction is 
ſuch a man's life to himſelf. Anxious to 
diſcharge one duty, and neglectful of all 
the reſt. In ſecret ſerving God, but 
alhamed to do it opealy. It would be a 
moſt unneceflary ſervice to ule any argu- 


ment upon this point. A moment's re- 


flection is enough to convince every man 
of this complexion both of his iniquity 
and his danger. Awake, awake there- 
fore from this deluſion, and let not the 
fear of man any longer bring a ſuare. Attend 
only to that cutting expoſtulation of God 

Lack 15 enough to drive 
out all lefler fears: Who art thou that 
thou ſhouldſt be afraid of a man that ſhall 
die, and the ſon of man which fhall be as 
graſs, and forgetteth the lord thy mater? 
May this awful conſideration be ſo ac- 
companied with divine grace as to ope- 


rate to the purpole intended! 


I fear the five minutes I requeſted is 
nearly, if not quite exhauſted, and there. 
fore, Reader, I take my leave. Fare 
well! Let not a ranger, and perhaps 


unknown, feel this concern for thy 


eternal ſalvation, and thou remain un- 
| intereſted, 


. 

intereſtled. Add but thy prayer to his, 
and God will bleſs the means to the end 
intended. And however the faſhion of 
the world may be againſt this great 
duty (a world whoſe cuſtoms are de- 
clared enmity to God); however 
fools make a moch of fin, and ſcorners deligbt 
in ſcorning, let nothing intimidate thee 
from taking up the reſolution of Joſhua, 
and ſaying, as for me and my houſe, we will 
ſerve the Lord. | | 

„ 1 

To aſſiſt in the execution of this de- 
firable purpoſe, and that none may want 
a proper form of devotion, here are ad- 
ded ſhort prayers both for morning and 
evening ſervice in a family, and alſo an 
additional help for the Lord's day. They 
are not given as perfect models, but 
merely as helps to devotion. The great 
principles by which the Chriſtian religion 
is peculiarly diſtinguiilicd, are carefully 
preſerved in them-; and though they are 
by no means meant to fetter the ſpirit of 
piety to thoſe who need nd form of prayer, 
yet it is to be hoped they will anſwer the 
purpoſe to thoſe that do.—Gladly would 
the author throw them aſide, was that 
bleſſed effect more generally manifeſted 
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in the world, which is promiſed of God, 
when a ſpirit of grace ſhall be poured out 
from the Lord; and when the ſpirit ſhall ſo 
plentifully be helping our infirmities as to 
teach us, in our hours of devotion, what 
to ſpeak; for we know not what we ſhould 
pray for as we ought. But in the mean 
time we are admoniſhed not 10 deſpiſe the 
day of ſmall things. VS 
Such as they are, they are humbly of- 
fered to the uſe of thole who may ſtand 
in nzed of helps of this nature; and the 
-author can only earneſtly pray God that 
a divine bleſſing, like that which diſtin— 
guiſhed the fleece of Gideon, by the dew 
falling upon it, while all the earth around 
was without moiſture, may be ſenſibly 
felt, by all that in every place call upon the 
name of theLord Feſus ; from thoſe prayer- 
leſs families who live as without God in 
the world, and lie down and riſe up like 
the herd of the tall, never ſaying where 
is God, our maker ? | 


7 


It would perhaps much conduce to the 
infuſing a ſpirit of piety in a family (and 
eſpecially among the younger branches 
- of it) if a ſhort admonition was ſometines 

made uſe of by the head of it, before the 
| __ prayers 
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| prayers were begun, Such for example 
as the following : 1 


We are going to take upon us, who 
are but duſt and ſinful aſhes, to ſpeak unto the 
High and Holy One who inhabiteth eternity: 
zwho dwelleth in that hebt which no man can 
approach to; and to whoſe mercy-ſeat we 
cannot draw nigh but through the merits 
and interceſſion of our ever bleſſed Re- 
deemer: With what reverence and godly 
fear ought we to approach him! Let our 
ſouls be awfully impreſſed with becoming 
ſentiments of the loweſt humility ; and let 
us beg of God that ſuch a ſenſe of his 
divine majeſty may poſſeſs every faculty 
of our nature, that we may never be 
in danger of drawing nigh unto him with 
our mouth, and honouring him with our lips, 
while our hear1s are far from him. | 

With every holy diſpoſition of ſoul, 
and with a lively faith in God's mercy 
through Chriſt, let us now fall upon our 
knees, and preſent our ſupplications at 
the footſtool of his grace.” 


B | Morning 


(14 ). 
Morning Prayer for a Family. 
O LORD God, moſt high, moſt holy, 
and molt gracious. The Creator, Re- 
deemer, and Sandifer of our nature. 
The King Eternal, Immortal, Inviſible ; 
the only wiſe God. 

We draw nigh to thee through the 
prevailing interceſſion and atoning merits 
of Chriſt, We approach thy awful pre- 
ſence. Lord, quicken us by thy Holy 
Spirit to call upon thy name. Put a 
word in our mouth, that the words of our 
mouth and the meditation of our hearts 
may be always acceptable in thy ſight, 

We deſire to adore thy divine majeſty, 
and to worſhip thee with humble reve- 
rence. Thou art infinitely wiſe, power- 
ful, and gracious, far above all our 
higheſt thoughts, and above all our 
' warmeſt praiſes. But we implore grace 
to preſent our morning ſacrifice of thankſ- 
giving, that thou haſt brought us to the 
light of another day, and raiſed us from 
the bed of ſleep in peace and ſafety: 
Praiſed. be thy goodneſs, O God, for . 
theſe and all other thy undeſerved mer- 
cies! Let our ſouls praiſe the Lord, and 
all that is within us praiſe his holy name. 
But when from conſidering the _ 

: neſs 
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nefs and goodneſs of thy nature we return 


to the recollection of ourſelves, how ut- 
terly unworthy are we to come into thy 
holy preſence ! Thou art in Heaven, and 
we upon earth. Our being 1s but of 
yeſterday, and our foundation in the duſt. 
Born in ſin, and living in tranſgreſſion, 
how have we offended from our child- 
hood to this very hour, by thought, 
word, and deed, againſt thy divine ma- 
Jeſty, provoking moſt juſtly thy wrath 
and indignation againſt us. 
Bur, Lord, take away the 3 of our 


| fins by the atoning merits of Chriſt's 


blood. Subdue the power of our ini- 
quities by thy Holy Spirit. Pity, O 


Heavenly Father, the blindneſs of our 


nature, and the corruption of our hearts. 

Work in us ſincere repentance: It is thou 
only that can give us this gift, or 
renew a right ſpirit withingus. Form our 
fouls after thine image, which was loſt 
by the fin of our firit parents, and pre- 
ferve us from all the dangers to which we 
are expoſed, amidſt the ſeveral enemies 
of our ſalvation. 

Let thy providences be all ſanctified, 
whether of affliction or proſperity. Let 
thy mercies draw us nearer to thyſelt, 
and let thy chaſtiſements have this in- 
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( 16 ) 
tended effe& upon our hearts, to wean 
Ii! us from fin, to mortify us, to the world, 
and to keep us in a conſtant readineſs to 
depart from it. . 

If it be thy bleſſed will, continue to us 
the mercies of health and proſperity, and 
give us grace in the midſt of all to expect 
and to be ready for a change. And as 
in a day, or an hour, our proſperity may 
16 be turned into adverſity, our health into 
1 pining ſickneſs, and our very life into 
death, O merciful Lord! eſtabliſh us, 
I we pray thee, in Chriſt Jeſus ; ſeal us for 
14 t hy N people; give us the earneſt of 

thy Holy Spirit, and let holineſs to the | 
Lord be inſcribed upon all we are, and 
all we do, or ſay. Lord, ſtrengthen us 
this day mightily by thy Spirit in the 
inner man; whatever temptations we may 
meet with from the world, from the pow- 
ers of darkneſs, or in ourſelves, enable 
us to overcome ; and do thou keep us by 
thy grace both outwardly in our bodies, 
and inwardly in our ſouls, 
1:4 And as we are required, ſo would we 
118 chearfully teſtify a true and chriſtian 
love and charity to the whole race of 
men, by remembering them in our pray- 
ers. O thou almighty maker of the * 
o 


1 
of all fleſh, look down and pity a loſt, 
miferable world; ſend the light of thy 
Goſpel among the dark corners of the 
earth, until thou haſt brought all to the 
knowledge of the truth, and make every 
knee to bend to the name of Jeſus | Par- 
ticularly bleſs the ſaviour of righteouſneſs 
in this land to which we belong. May 
the purity of our faith be maniteſted by 
the piety of our lives, and may we live as 
the redeemed of the Lord ! And while we 
pray for the people of this land, we would 
| yet more immediately deſire a bleſſing on 
this our houſe and family. "That thou 
who makeſt men to be of one mind in a 
houſe, would inſpire all the members of 
it with a ſpirit of love and concord, and 
let this benefit be always produced from 
our prayers, that we may riſe from our 
knees with ſuch refreſhments of grace as 
may manifeſt to each other, and to the 
world, that a true ſpirit of piety lives in 
our ſouls, by that ſpirit of love and unity, 
with which, as brethren, we dwell to- 
gether. 

Comfort and protect all our abſent 
friends and benefactors. Sanctify to them 
their condition, whatever it may be; vikic 
and relieve the oppreſſed; Pier Lord, and 
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in thy own appointed time relieve the 


ſick, and ſanctify the afflictions of their 


bodies to the endleſs comforts of their 
- ſouls: inſtru& the ignorant, reclaim the 
diſobedient and them that are out of the 
way, and let ſinners be converted unto 
thee. Bleſs our enemies, and do good to 
them that hate us, and bring into the 
bonds of Chriſtian tellowſhip all that are 
at variance, that it may be known whoſe 
diſciples we are by our love to one an- 
other. 

Finally, Lord, while we thus implore 
a continuance of mercies, accept all that 
our cold hearts can offer of thankfulneſs 
for thoſe already received; for our crea» 
tion, preſervation, and all the bleſſings of 
our lives: But above all, for thine ineſti- 
mable love in the redemption of the 
world by our Lord Jefus Chriit. 

Accept all our petitions through his 
prevailing name and powerful interceſſion, 
to whom, with Thee and the Holy Ghoſt, 
we deſire to aſcribe all praiſe, and glory, 


and honour, both now and for ever. Amen. 


Our father which art in heaven, &c. 
The grace of our, Lord Jeſus Fant, 
Oc. 
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On the Sabbath Day, to the Morning Prayer, 
may be added this that follows. 


Bleſſed Lord, who hath graciouſly ſer 
apart this ſacred day, which thou haſt 
called by thine own moſt holy name, as 
a day of reſt and refreſhment to man, to 
call off his attention from thoſe periſhing 


objects around him, and in a more im- 


mediate manner to direct his thoughts 
towards thee and his future ſtate: We 
praiſe thy merciful appointment, and ac- 


Knowledge our ſenſe of thy great good- 


neſs in granting to us a return of this 
holy day, for thoſe bleſſed purpoſes. 


Give us grace to improve it to the ever- 


lafting comfort of our ſouls. Help us to 


commemorate afreſh this day the riſing 


of our bleſſed Redeemer from the grave; 


and may our hearts ariſe from the dead 


and unprofitable things of this world, to 


. afcend with him in holy contemplation to 
that glorious place, where he ſitteth at the 


right hand of God! Never can we fuf- 
ficiently adore the bounties of thy provi- 
dence, that thou haſt granted to poor ſin- 


ful creatures, in thoſe regions of darkneſs, 


ſuch a day of light and joy, whereby we 


have an opportunity of imitating the hea- 


venly 
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( 20 ) 
venly hoſt, while aſſembling in thine 
houſe of prayer, with one heart and 
voice to worſhip God, through Jeſus 
Chriſt. 

Baniſh from our ſouls, this holy morn- 
ing, every vain thought and worldly con- 
cern, that we may begin this day with 
God, and go through it under an abiding 
ſenſe of thy continual preſence. 

Praiſed be thy forbearance that we are 
alive here this day; and, while others 
are toſſing upon the beds of ſickneſs, and 
cut off from the aſſembly of thy people, 
thou haſt granted to us the favour of 
going with the multitude into the houſe 
of God, and uniting in the voice of. prayer 
among ſuch as keep holy this day ; that we 
have one ſabbath more allotted to us 
upon earth to prepare for the eternal ſab- 
baths of heaven. 

Lord, impart thy grace to our ſouls, 

that this ſacred truſt may not be added 
to the many we have ſpent improperly. 
How often have we paſted thoſe holy 
days in a total negle& of the duty in- 
tended! And inſtead of dedicating them 
to thine honour, have conſumed them in 
idleneſs and folly : How often, even in 
the ſeemingly better nie en, have 
ä ü we 


CI 
wie ruſhed into the conrts of thy houſe 
and the place where thine honour dwel- 
leth, without a thought or reflection of 
_ . the greatneſs of the Being whoſe preſence 
we were approaching! And how very 
often, while our bodies have been preſent 
before thee, and our lips uttering words 
of prayer, have our ſouls been wandering . 
among the things of the world, neither 
has God been in all our thoughts! 

Pardon, gracious God, all that is paſt, 
and give us grace, that we may be no 
longer among the drowſy, the idle, and 
forgetful hearers of thy word, nor that 
the vanities of this life may call away — 
our eyes or our hearts from attending to 
thee, the ſupreme object of devotion. 

Go with us to thy holy temple, and 
may we always find thy preſence in the 
aſſemblies of thy people. Let thy Holy 
Spirit be powertully aſſiſting all the mi- 

niſters and ſtewards of thy word, through + 
out the- world, that ſome ſouls may be 

gathered ro Chriſt every ſabbath, Parti- 
cularly bleſs his miniſtry under whom we 
are placed. And as thou haſt ordained 
that the prieſt's lips ſhould retain Enoꝛoledge, 
and that the people ſhould ſeek the law at 
Weir mouths, do thou fill theni, O N 
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with knowledge and ſound doctrine, that 
they may not preach themſelves, but 
Chrift Jeſus the Lord. 

And as the public miniſtration of thy 
holy word employs but a ſmall portion of 
this ſacred day, enable us, O Lord, to 
fill it wholly in private duties, and to be 
careful of applying every portion of time 
ſo precious to the beſt of purpoſes. In 
retirement and abſtraction from the world, 
in prayer and ſelf-examination, let our 
ſouls exiſt; not doing our own ways, not 
Anding our own pleaſure, not ſpeaking our 
oꝛon Words, and not going into thoſe idle 
cuſtoms of unprofitable viſits and the like, 
which diſtinguiſh men of this world from 
ſincere lovers of God, 

And, finally, gracious God, grant that 
both our public duties at thy temple, and 
our private meditations and ſacred em- 
ployments at home, may all ſerve to lead 
our ſouls to him who is the author and 
finiſher of our faith, the Lamb who was 
ſlain and hath redeemed us unto thee by 
his blood, and through whom alone we 
ſeek acceptance and ſalvation. To whom, 
with Thee and the Holy Ghoſt, be aſcribed 
all glory and honour, in all churches of 


the laints, now and for evermore. Amen. 
# | EVENING 
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EVENING PRAYER. 
GREAT and glorious lord of heaven 
and earth, behold thy poor creatures 
of the duſt approaching thy divine pre- 
ſence, to preſent our evening ſacrifice 
and thankſgiving for the mercies of the 
day paſt, and the whole of our lives, and 
to implore thy protection through the 
night. We humbly deſire to call upon 
thee, thou almighty Lord, through the 
atoning merits and interceſſion of Jeſus 
Chriſt. We adore thy great goodnefs 
manifeſted to us in that we yet live mo- 
numents of thy long- ſuffering and for- 
bearance, and have power to call upon 
thy holy name. Moſt juſtly might we 
have been cut off from the land of the 
living for our manifold tranſgreſſions, had 
thy ways been as our ways, and thy 
thoughts like our thoughts; and long 
fince have been paſt the power of offering 
any prayers to thy Divine Majeſty ; but 
thou art a God of mercy, therefore thy 
grace is ftill continued towards us. Oh 
that we may now find grace in thy ſight! 
We deſire, with the lowlieſt proſtration 
of ſoul and body, to confeſs our manifold 
offences before thee, and to {mite upon 
. Zh our 
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our breaſts, humbly imploring that thou 
wouldſt be merciful to us miſerable 
ſinners. 20 EE 

Had we only the ſins and errors of the 
paſt day to anſwer for, yet even this day's 
account would make us ſtand condemned 
before thee. . But our tranſgreſſions have 
been multiplying from our childhood to 
this hour. We have ſinned againſt the 
clear knowledge of thy will, often in the 
midſt of the tendereſt expreſſions of thy 
mercy ; againſt all thy inviting promiſes, 


thy awful warnings, and thy fatherly viſi- 


tations ; againſt the powerful corrections 
of thy Holy Spirit, and all the mercies 
provided for us in the blood of Chriſt. 
Lord, we are utterly unworthy to, come 
before thee ; and were it not that even a 
ſenſe of our ſins can only come from the 
bleſſed teachings of thy Holy Spirit, we 
ſhould not have the confidence any, more 


to pray unto God. 


But when we look up through that 
channel of grace and mercy opened to 
finners in the atonement and righteouſ- 
neſs of Chriſt, we are encouraged to 
draw nigh, and to plead this before thee, 
as the means of acceptance. O ſprinkle 
our conſciences with that blood of cleanſ- 
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ing which ſpeaketh better things than 
the blood of Abel ; clothe our fouls with 
that robe of righteouſneſs which is found 
only in the perfect obedience of Jeſus 
Chriſt our Lord ; and tet our whole hope 
and dependence be in him, who of God 
1s made to us wiſdom, 3 
and ſanctification, and redemption ! 
Accompany thy pardoning mercy with 


thy purifying grace. And as our Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt died for fin to condemn fin 


in the fleſh, enable us to die unto fin, and 


.to live unto righteouſneſs, Help us, O 
Lord, thou God of all power and might, 
to put off the old man, which is corrupt 
according to- the deceitful luſts, and to 
put on the new man, which is created in 
righteoumeſs and holineſs. 

0 give us a new heart, and renew 4 
right ſpirit within us! Wean our ſouls 
from all the pontps aad pleaſures, from 
all the vanities and honours, and from all 
the enjoyments of fleſh and appetite in 
this tranſitory ſtate of things, and make 
us hunger and thirſt after | righteouſneſs, 
until we wake up after thy likeneſs, to be 
fully ſatisfied with it. 


Impreſs us continually with that great 


truth, that the gaining of the whole 
C world 


ghteouſneſs, 
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world would be a miſerable recompence 


for the loſs of the foul. And oh! let that 
ſolemn account we mult all, ere long, 
give before the judgement- ſeat of Chriſt, 


10 influence all our thoughts, and words, 


and actions, that when the moment ſhall 


come, and Chriſt ſhall appear to be glo- 


rified in his ſaints, and to be admired in 
all that believe, we may be able to cry 


out with holy rapture Lo! this is our 
God, we have waited for him, and he 


will ſave us; this 1s the Lord, we will be 


glad, and rejoice in his ſalvation. ' 
J 


We humbly commit ourſelves, our 
friends, our relations, our neighbours, 


and all thar call upon the name of the 
'Lord, to thy mercitul protectioa this 


night. The darkneſs is no darkneſs 
with thee, but the night 1 is as clear as the 


day. Defend, we beleech thee, our pers 


ſons, our dwellings, and our property 


from all danger. Refreſh us with ſuch 


{leep that the -wearicd limbs of the body 


may be ſo comforted and prepared to act 
with the vigour of the mind, that when 
the morning {hall again dawn upon us, 


together with opening the eyes of the 


body to the light of a new day, we may 
open the eyes of the ſoul to the renewed 
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light of thy grace. Or, if it be thy bleſſ- 
ed will that our ſleep may be the fleep of 
death, let our ſouls be found among 
thoſe who ſleep in Jeſus: And may all 
thy providences be ſanctified with thy 
bleſſing and thy grace, that if we 
live, we may live to the Lord, and if we 
die, we may die to the Lord, ſo that 
living or dying we may bethe Lord's 
1 After the many ſupplications we have 
pPireſumed to make for the mercies we 
want, let a ſenſe of the many we enjoy 
make us ever grateful for, thoſe already 
received. We boy with thankfulneſs for 
the mercies of eaſe and health which 
thou haſt been pleaſed to give us, for the 
comforts of the day pait, and for the 
many providences beſtowed upon bs 
through life; but above all theſe mer- 
cies, which, great and undeſerved as they 
are, are yet but temporal; {til} more de- 
vout thankſgiving we wiſh to exprels for 
thoſe which are eternal; for all the won- 
ders of thy grace ; that ſuch a redemp- 
tion is provided for fallen man, in the 
death of the Son of God: And oh the 
abundant goodneſs manifeſted to our 
ſouls! that white ſo many millions are 
born, and live, and die in Ignorance of 
C2 - this 
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this unſpeakable gift of Heaven, thou 
haſt revealed unto us this knowledge 1 in 
the face of Jeſus Chriſt. 


Accept all that poor ſinful creatures of 


the duſt can offer of acknowledgement, 
and let our prayers, both of ſupplication 


and thankſgiving, come up before the 

throne of thy grace, through the ſole 

merits and interceſſion of Jeſus Chriſt. 
Our father, Sc. 


The Lord 'bleſs us and keep us ; the 
Lord lift up the light of his countenance 


Upon us, and give us peace, now and for 
evermore. Amen. 
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' EVENING PRAYER FOR THE 
LORD's DAY... 8 


EVER bleſſed and gracious God, praiſed 
be thy goodneſs that thou haſt fed 
thy unworthy creatures with that bread 
of life which came down from Heaven, 
and of which whoever eateth ſhall never 
hunger. Surrounded as thou art with all 
the heavenly hoſt of innumerable angels 
in thy courts above, yet have the doors of 
thine houſe below been opened this day, 
and ſinners invited to enter in, to ä 
the 
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the ſame delightful employment of . 
ing thee through Jeſus Chriſt. 

Lord, we bleſs thee for every portion 
of power or ability which thou haſt im- 
parted, by which we have been enabled 
to hear thy word, and to have our ſouls 
quickened to any devotion. All the ſin! 
cere breathings of our ſouls toward thee 
muſt come from thy mercy ; it is thou 
that mult firſt put into our hearts good 
deſires, and it his thou only that canſt 
being the ſame to good effect. We adore - 
the riches of thy grace if we have becn 
enabled to ſpend this holy day in any 
manner profitable to ourſelves, or to the 
promotion of thy glory and honour: It 
we have been more convinced this day 
of the great evil of. ſin, and the fad cor- 
ruption of our nature; if we have ſeen 
it repreſented in ſtronger colours, and 
every felt-exalting! thought has been 
brought down to the ground, and we 
have been led to behold with increaſed 
faith that Lamb of God, which alone 

taketh away the fins of the world. 

Carry/ on the good work, Lord, we 
beſeech thee, continually | in our fouls, and 

though the day be almoſt ended, let not 
the work of it be loſt —Let thy Holy 
1 Spirit 
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Spirit conſtantly bring to our remem- 
brance the ſacred inſtruction which we 
have heard in thy houſe; and as far as 
the miniſters have ſpoken agreeably to 
thy word, let our ſouls retain and improve 
it. Let che truths of thy holy word be 
our continual ſtudy and delight; give us 
grace to meditate on them both day and 
night; both when we lie down, and 
when we riſe up. Suffer not the enemies 
of our ſalvation, the world, the fleſh, or 
the devil, to take them out of our Minds; : 
neither let the concerns of this life, the 
luſts of the fleſh, or the ſuggeſtions of 
Satan, render them uſeleſs and unpro- 
fitable; but, like good ſeed ſown in good 
ground, let them {ſpring up and flouriſh 
under the dew of thy bleſſing. 

Pardon, Lord, the imperfections and 


weakneſſes of this day, the duilneſs of 


our hearts under all the quickening ord1- 
nances of thy grace, and the wanderings 
of our mind among the vanities of life, 
even in the Pia where thine honour 
dwelleth Oh! when ſhall we come to 
Join that holy afſembly above, where not 
a ſingle being feels an abſent affection in 

all the innumerable multitude! 
Let the ſerious impreſſion this day 
wrought 
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wrought upon our ſouls be never r ellaced; 


ws oh ! may thy grace increaſe them 
mote and more ! May we return to the 


world like new beings, fortified with the 


love of God, and wearing the armour of 
our ſalvation ; ; and may every returning 
Sabbath with it increaſe the bleſſings of 


thy holy Spirit. 


O may the name of Jeſus have been 


glorified ths day far and near, and may 


many have been brought to bend their 
knee to his moſt holy name, and have 
felt the power of Chritt in their hearts! 

Haſten the time, Lord, which thou, haft 
promiſed concerning chy church, when 


| the fulneſs of the gentiles fhall be com- 


pleted, and all Ilraei ſhall be ſaved; when 


the mountain of the Lord's houſe ſhall be 


exalted above the bills, and the whole 
earth be filled with the glory of the Lord. 


May thy praiſe and thy love, thy 
power, thy glory, and righteouſneſs of 


thy kingdom, be moſt in our thonghts; 
and we may daily grow in grace and in the 
knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jeſus 
Chriſt, till we come to our future and 
eternal ſtate, to join the Society of pure 
worſhippers in an everlaſting Sabbath, 
where we ſhall no longer need the uſe of 

INCANS, 


2 

"2 
1 
* 


3 


means, but receive the end of our faith 


even the ſalvation of our ſouls; where we 
ſhall no longer ſerve God as at a diſtance, 
but ſee * face to face, and for ever 
ſing praiſes to God and the Lamb ! 

To him who loved us, and waſhed us 
from our ſins in his own blood, to whom, 
with the Father and the Holy Ghoſt, be 


aſcribed all *honour and glory, now and 


for evermore. 


Our father, Sc. 
The Lord bleſs, Sc. 
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FRAGMENT. 


AS it is very poſſible that this little work 


may fall into the hands of a pious, as 
well as a prayerleſs reader; in order that 
the peruſal of it may not be altogether 
unprofitable to one of this complexion | 
alſo, the author would beg to ſubjoin an 


- obſervation on the great ſubject of prayer, 


which he is led to believe is but too ge- 
nerally overlooked and forgotten, even 
by devout perſons in the exerciſe of this 
important duty. The circumſtance to 
which he alludes, is the negle& of 
uniting wal fulneſs with prayer: wen in 

Other 
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other words, A waiting the favourable 
moment in ſeaſons of devotion for making 
our requeſts known unto God; and then 


attending upon the Lord in humility of 


heart and watchfulneſs after prayer for the 
fulfilment of God's gracious promiſes. 

It was not certainly without a ſpecial 
relation to theſe points, that the great 
Redeemer ſo earneſtly commanded his 
diſciples to watch aud pray. And though 


indeed this precept was given upon a 


particular occaſion, yet that our blefſed 
Lord did not intend it in any confined 
ſenſe, is evident from the connection 
which the Apoſtle Paul makes of both 
duties, when enjoining the Colofiers 10 


continue inſtant in prayer, and watch in the 


Same with thankſyiving.” From whence it 
ſhoulil ſeem very plain, thee a truly pious 
ſoul is to watch before prayer, until @ 


ſpirit of grace and ſupplication is poured out 


upon him from the Lord; by which alone 
his devotions can aſcend, through the 
Redeemer's name, a grateful offering be- 
fore God; and after prayer, like the 
Prophet, he is to get upon the watch-tower, 
to ſee what the Lord will fay in anſwer to 


his petition. For without the oze a man 


will be in danger of praying unaſſiſted by 
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grace, and follow the indiſcretion of 
thoſe whom Jeſus reproved in knowing not 
_ what they ofſked ; and without the other it 


is impoſſible to know whether the mercies 
implored are granted or not. It was pro- 


bably with an eye to this, the Prophet 


Iſaiah was inſtructed to deliver that pre- 
ce pt: Keep filence before me, O Iſlands, and 
let the people renew their ſirength. Let lnem 
come near, then let them ſpear. 


This great principle of watchfulneſs in 


devotibn, which as a duty hath the ſanc- 


tion both of Chriſt and his Apoſtle in the 


appointment of it, and,* in reſpect of uſe- 


fulneſs and importance, carries with its 


own recommendation ; 1s what tne author 
of this little tract wilhes to place 1n that 
point of view as may beſt engage the ob- 
ſervation, and induce the practice of 
every pious reader. And under both 
conſiderations it is: ſo felt-evident and 
eſſential to the very ſpirit of piety, 
that it is only aſtoniſhing how it ſhould 
ever eſcape the notice, or not attract the 
warmeſt regard to every devout mind. 
We pray God, either for general me- 
cies or for particular bleſſings, and ſuch 
as we ſtand in need of; and the very ap- 
plication luppoſes that we earneſtly de- 
fire 
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fire (if MP dd with che divine will) to 
obtain what we aſk. - But how ſtrange is 


it then, that as ſoon as we have finiſhed 
otir devotions, and made known our re- 


queſts unto God, we ariſe from our knees, 
ſeemingly as regardleſs of the event, and 
unwatchful of the divine pleaſure, con- 


cerning the object of our requelts, as 
though we had not implored and were 


vinconcerned to obtain. Doth ſuch a con- 
duct correſpond with the idea of prayer? 


Is it thus that we aſk from one another in 


the circumſtances of common life, a ſup- 


ply to our ſeveral neceſſities? Look at 
the pooreſt beggar which ever haunted 


the rich man's gate for charity! Suppoſe 


when he knocks at the door, and as ſoon 


as it is opened to him, and he hath made 
known his requeſt, he ſhould haſten away 
without waiting for an anfwer; what 


ſhould we think of the abſurdity of ſuch 


conduct? and how ſhould we condemn 
the inconſiſtency of his behaviour? 


Could the beggar in this caſe expect, or 
would he be capable of receiving the 
alms he implored ? And yet in fact does 
not every man the ſame, who knocks at 
the gate of heaven, and implores mercy 
at the chrone of grace, but waits not the 

| event 
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of his application? Surely we are all 
beggars m this ſenſe before God, and are 
infinitely more excuſable than him who 
aſks for alms of his fellow creatures upon 
earth, if we uſe leſs importunity in our 
petitions, or are tired of waiting in our 
prayers, when we draw nigh that Great 
Father of mercies, who is always morc 
ready to hear than we are to pray, and 
wont to give more than either we deſire 


or deſerve. 
Indeed, as a further proof of the im- 


portance of this great duty of watchfulne/s, 
and as an additional motive to the per- 


formance of it, may it not be ſaid that 
the bleſſings we aſk from God are, in a 
certain meaſure, ſuſpended upon our ex- 
pectation and faith in receiving them. 
For when the great Redeemer promiſed 
that if we aſe ve ſhall receive, if we ſeek wee 


Hall find, and if we knock at the gate of 


mercy it. all be opened, he connects with 
it the neceſſity of depending upon God, 


to receive the bleſſings we unplore ; and 


adds, that all things whatſoever we aſk 
believing we ſhall receive. So that from 
hence we are taught that the reception of 
the mercies we implore do not depend ſo 


much upon the divine diſpoſition to give, 
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a 
as in the frame of our mind for receiving. - 
All things (as Chriſt elſewhere obſerves) 
are poſſible to him that believetb. To the 
ſame purport is the direction of his apoſtle 
John. This is the confidence (ſays he) that 
we have in him, that if wwe aſk any thing 
according to his will he heareth us. And if 
we know that he hear us, whatſoever we aſh, 
we know that we have the petitions that we 
4 defire of him. And yet, if poſſible, more 
expreſs to the point is the apoſtle James. 
He is ſpeaking indeed of one particular 
Ax gift of God, but which may, by a parity 
of reaſoning, be applied to all. F any of 
you (ſays he) lack wiſdom, let him aff of 
od that giveth to all men liberally, and up- 
10 braideth not, and it ſhall be given him. But 
let him aſk in faith nothing wavering, For 
he that wwavereth is, like a wave of the ſea, 
driven with the wind and tofſed. Let not ; 
* chat man think that be ſhall receive any thing mn 
of God. From all which nothing can be 
more clear and evident, than that the 
great duty of wwatchfulnes, or humble 1 
waiting upon the Lord, forms a very con- 
ſiderable part in the faithful diſcharge of 
devotion. And if we hope to receive 
any thing from God, the bleſſings and 
mercies we aſk for through grace muſt be 
looked for in watchfulnels. 8 
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It ought not to be omitted alſo, as a 
concluſive argument in favour of the duty 


recommended, that it is impoſſible to 


pay the Lord with a thankful heart, for 


the innumerable mercies he is unremit- 
tingly beſtowing upon mankind, or bleſs 
him for his promiſes when fulfilled, but 
in the exerciſe ok, By virtue of the 
divine promiſes it 1s that we are encou- 


raged to make application to heaven with 


the confidence of ſucceſs. And as by the 
promiſes the Lord graciouſly condeſcends 
to become a debtor (if the expreſſion be 
warrantable) to his creatures, 1t certainly 
is an act of juſtice, as well as duty, to 
watch and obſerve, when at any time 
theſe promiſes are fulfilled, in order that 


a proper acknowledgement may be made 


accordingly. 

Can we in fact ever make a ſuitable re- 
turn without it? Ought not God to be 
as much regarded when completing his 
gracious promiſes, as the obligation be- 
tween man and man when fulfilled, 1s 
confeſſed and allowed? And ſhall this 
bountiful hand be for ever ſtretched forth 
in performing acts of this nature agreeable 
to his divine promiſes, and yet be for 
ever hidden from our 1nattentive view 


- unobſeryed and unacknowtedged? Surely | 
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it muſt be the duty, and it ought to be 
the higheſt comfort to every juſt and 


_ grateful mind, in thoſe who are daily and 


hourly petitioning at the throne of grace, 
to watch alſo in their prayers by way of 


making daily and hourly acknowledge- 


ments for mercies received. And it is 
a conduct ſo truly right and becoming, 
that, like all others, where duty and ad- 


vantage are blended together, it brings 


with it its own reward. And eit is a 
maxim of unqueſtionable truth never to 
be forgotten, that he who thus watches 
Providence, will never want a provi- 
dence to watch him. 

It will be a matter of real joy to the 
heart of the author of this fragment, if 
any thing here ſaid ſhall, under the di- 
vine bleſſing, ſerve to inſtruct any gra- 
cious ſoul in the great duty of watchfule 
neſs in prayer, and lead him more cloſely 
to the practice of it. Reader! how art 
thou affected with theſe things; and 
what is thy conduct concerning this duty? 
Bring home the obſervations here offered 
thee to thine own experience, and may 
he who 1s the giver of prayer enable thee 
10 continue -inflant in prayer, and watch in 
tbe Jame with thankſgiving. 


FI N. S. 


\ 


>. ets —————— 1 2 GREP - 4 
— — of 


Fu publi "hed by the * Author, 


And fold by T. Char MAN, Bookſeller, in 
Fleet. Street. 


1. Paracleſis, or Conſolations for a dying 
Hour, in a Review of the Evidences of 
the renewed Life. Price 1s. common, 28. 
fine. | 

2. Sermons on the Divinity of Chriſt, and the 
Operations of the Holy Ghoſt. 2 vols. in 
boards, price 78. third edition. 

3- The Three leading Points of the Goſpel. 
4th edit, Price 4d. or 38. 6d. per dozen. 

4. Five Minutes Advice to Prayerleſs Families. 
Price 6d. fifth edit. 

5. Ten Minutes Recommendation of Private 
Prayer. Price 6d, 

6. Miſericordia, or Compaſſion to the Sorrows 
of the Heart, for Sick Rooms. Price 28. 
3d edit. 

7. The Child's Catechiſm, or Prayer. Price 
2d. new edit, 

3. The Chriſtian's Pocket Companion, or an 
es to TION: Price gd. | 


